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July 20, 2004 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks for your wonderful letter. It is amazing what you collect—I find money scales 
quite fascinating but haven’t pursued it very far. I think I have a half a dozen—one with 
notations written on top of the label to make it more usable. 


I greatly appreciate the advise on the Pacific Company gold dollar. As soon as I’m back 
in Boston I’m going to take a look and will follow your advice. Charles Larson is a 
really interesting suggestion. I don’t know him but I certainly would like to see his book 
Numismatic Forgery and am going to ask my office to pursue that. I have never 
commented on this publicly but I was quite amazed at the numismatic forgeries that I was 
shown by the Salt Lake City police department before Mark Hoffman was arrested. My 
only experience with Mormon currency were the Brigham Young notes and the ones that 
Mark Hoffman did were so poor compared to genuine ones that I couldn’t see how 
anyone had been fooled by them if they had ever seen the real thing. Other currency that 
I was shown as part of this large group of material that Mark Hoffman had sold also was 
so dead obviously forged that when I was told that Al Rust had bought a lot of these I 
thought there had to be some huge mistake—I didn’t really know Al Rust but he was a 
dealer in currency and I couldn’t imagine anyone who had seen many originals could 
have been fooled by these. 


Last September there was a symposium in Salt Lake City for the 20" anniversary. Al 
Rust was there but he was so focused on how much money he had lost and how it had 
greatly affected his life that I didn’t want to ask him how these forgeries that to me 
seemed so obvious fooled him. One of the things I brought up at the symposium was the 
fact that Mark Hoffman’s forgeries, if he in fact did them all, were extremely uneven. 
Some of them are truly terrible and others are about as good as someone could do. One 
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